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' Boulevard ' in honour of some little trees planted along
it. But here they were checked *by the fire of the
Russian vessels, and by the few troops whom their
officers could persuade to remain without the fort in:
the lower part of the town.

Two days, two anxious days, matters remained on
this footing. But news had been despatched to Poti,
and on the third morning arrived a battalion from that
place, just as the main body of the Abkhasians, headed
by the two sons of Hasan Ma'an, Mustapha and Tems-
hook, crossed the now diminished Gumista and entered
Soukhoum.

Fighting now began in good earnest. The numbers
on either side were pretty fairly matched, but the
Abkhasians, though inferior in arms, were superior in
courage ; and it required all the exertions of a Polish
colonel and of two Greek officers to keep the Russian
soldiers from even then abandoning the open ground.
However, next morning brought the Russians fresh
reinforcements ; and being by this time fully double
the force of their ill-armed, undisciplined enemy, they
ventured on becoming assailants in their turn. By the
end of the fifth day the insurgents had dispersed amid
the woods. The Russian loss at Soukhoum-Kale was
reckoned at sixty or seventy men, that of the Abkhasians
at somewhat less ; but as they carried their dead and
wounded away with them, the exact number has never.
been known. During the short period of their armed
presence at Soukhoum they had killed no one .except in
fair fight, burnt or plundered no houses except Russian,
committed no outrage, injured no neutral. Only the
Botanical Garden, a pretty copse of exotic trees, the
creation of Prince Woronzoff, and on this occasion the
scene of some hard fighting, was much wasted, and a
Polish chapel was burnt. Public rumour ascribed both